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SUBJECT: LABOR AND HUMAN RIGHTS DEVELOPMENTS IN 
THAILAND 

FOR THE CHARGE FROM OAKLEY 

1 . DEPARTMENT IS DISTURBED BY RECENT REPORTS FROM BOTH 
THE EMBASSY AND THE AFL-CIO THAT PUBLIC SECTOR UNIONS 
MAY BE DISSOLVED BY THE RTG AND THAT IT IS SERIOUSLY 
RESTRICTING PRIVATE SECTOR UNIONS. A BASIC TENET OF 
OUR FOREIGN POLICY IS OUR COMMITMENT TO SUPPORT THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF FREE AND DEMOCRATIC TRADE UNIONS WHENEVER 
POSSIBLE AND TO THE EXTENT FEASIBLE. FURTHERMORE, THIS 
TENET GOES HAND IN HAND WITH THIS ADMINISTRATION'S 
EMPHASIS ON THE CRITICAL IMPORTANCE OF HUMAN RIGHTS. 
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FOR THESE REASONS, AMONG OTHERS, WE HAVE PROVIDED GRANT 
ASSISTANCE TO AAFLI FOR ITS LABOR ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS 
IN THAILAND AND ELSEWHERE. 

2 . 

IN THE CIRCUMSTANCES YOU SHOULD AT APPROPRIATE OPPORTUNITY 
COMMUNICATE TO A HIGH LEVEL OF THE RTG, PREFERABLY EITHER 
PRIME MINISTER THANIN AND/OR INTERIOR MINISTER SAMAK, 
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OUR CONCERN ABOUT THE RTG'S LABOR POLICIES AND OUR HOPE 

THAT THEY WILL EVOLVE IN THE DIRECTION OF ENCOURAGING THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF A FREE AND RESPONSIBLE TRADE UNION MOVEMENT. 
YOU MAY NOTE THAT IN ADDITION TO USG INTEREST IN THE 
PROBLEM, THAILAND HAS BENEFITTED FROM THE ACTIVITIES OF 
AAFLLBOTH IN WHAT IT HAS DONE TO IMPROVE THE SITUATION OF 
LOCAL WORKERS AND IN WHAT IT HAS DONE FOR THAILAND'S IMAGE 
WITH THE AFL-CIO. LOSS OF SUPPORT BY THE LATTER WOULD 
NOT BE OF BENEFIT TO THAILAND, AND COULD ALSO HAVE A 
NEGATIVE EFFECT ON ATTITUDES IN THE CONGRESS. YOU COULD 
ALSO NOTE THATTHEEXISTENCE OF A STRONG, FREE AND RESPON- 
SIBLE TRADE UNION MOVEMENT HAS GREATLY INHIBITED THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF LEFT-WING REGIMES. 

3. BEFORE MAKING YOUR DEMARCHE TO THE RTG YOU MAY WISH TO 
DISCUSS THE SITUATION WITH AAFLI. 

4. I REGRET THAT WE DID NOT HAVE THIS GUIDANCE FOR YOU 
PRIOR TO THE MEETING WITH SAMAK REPORTED BANGKOK 18463. 

AS USUAL, YOU TOOK JUST THE RIGHT LINE. CHRISTOPHER 
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